Increased radon concentrations in classrooms used for pottery workshops.
In a pilot study of nine schools the radon (Rn) concentrations were measured systematically. The mean radon concentrations in the classrooms on the ground-floor and on higher floors was 52 Bq/m3, which is equivalent to the mean values in Central Europe. Several of the basement rooms used for handicraft lessons had significantly increased Rn levels with a mean concentration of 617 Bq/m3. In all other parts of the basement Rn levels were clearly lower with a mean concentration of 136 Bq/m3. In the rooms used for handicraft lessons numerous articles of pottery were on display. After removing these the Rn in air concentration was reduced to a mean value of 83 Bq/m3.